
 

 

President of the Family Division  

Guidance on Court Dress 

For the purposes of paragraph 2 of the Practice Direction (Court Dress) (No. 5) and 

amendment no. 20 to the Consolidated Criminal Practice Direction (Court Dress), the 

President of the Family Division directs that there is good reason that a gown should not be 

worn by any of the judges listed in the said paragraph 2 when the judge is sitting in family 

proceedings1, otherwise than in open court. 

 

When not wearing a gown, judges should sit wearing a dark coloured business suit or similar. 

 

Sir Mark Potter 

President of the Family Division 

Date 31st July 2008 

 

 

President of the Court of Protection 

Guidance on Court Dress 

For the purposes of paragraph 2 of the Practice Direction (Court Dress) (No. 5) and 

amendment no. 20 to the Consolidated Criminal Practice Direction (Court Dress), the 

President of the Court of Protection directs that there is good reason that a gown should not be 

worn by any of the judges listed in the said paragraph 2 when the judge is sitting in the Court 

of Protection, otherwise than in open court. 

When not wearing a gown, judges should sit wearing a dark coloured business suit or similar. 

 

Sir Mark Potter 

President of the Court of Protection 

Date 31st July 2008 

                                                 
1 As defined by Section 32 of the Matrimonial and Family Proceedings Act 1984 and Schedule 1 

to the Supreme Court Act 1981 as amended 


